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MOSCOW, March 19—Indepen- 

dent political groups ousted the 
Communist Party apparatus from 
power in Moscow and Leningrad to- 
day in local elections that also 
brought victory to secessionist. 
„movements in the Baltic republics 
_of. Estonia and Latvia and strong 
legislative gains by popular oppo- 
sition forces in the Soviet Slavic 
heartland. 

The widespread success of na- 
tionalist and radical reformist can- 
didates came as Lithuania formally 
notified President Mikhail Gorba- 
chev that it would not renounce its 
week-old declaration of indepen- 
dence from the Soviet Union. Gor- 
bachev had given Lithuania until to- 
day to reply to a resolution ‘by the 
Soviet legislature declaring the- 
Lithuanian breakaway move invalid 
and unconstitutional. - ; 

The official news agency Tass re- 
ported tonight that the Kremlin 
leadership had ordered: Soviet of- 
ficials to ensure the security of: 
state-run factories and other instal- 
lations in Lithuania, a move appar- 
ently designed to prevent Lithua- 
nian leaders from carrying out their. 
declared intention of taking full con- 
trol of government property.: The 
report said that the number. of 
guards would be increased at. nu- | 
clear plants and other sensitive in- 
stallations in Lithuania and that So-, 
viet civil authorities had been in- 
structed to guarantee the contin- 
uous functioning. of transportation 
and communications lines in the re- 
public, 

{In Washington, White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said 
that the United States is monitoring 
Soviet troop movements in Lithu- 
ania, adding that the Bush admin- 
istration is unsure of Soviet “inten- 
tions and purposes” there, A Pen- 
tagon intelligence official, said. the 
administration did not see the troop 
movements as the beginning of a 
crisis, Details on P e A25.) 
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